
Welcome to LEA Workgroupõs May 27th Meeting: 

Immunizations in Schools

The recently enacted State Plan Amendment now allows LEAs to claim reimbursement 

for vaccines given by school personnel. This webinar covers how to implement this 

program within your LEA. Given that vaccine compliance for required immunizations is 

down by up to 20% in California and there is a possibility that COVID vaccines may be 

required for students, this webinar will describe the resources that are available, how 

schools can access vaccines, how to report vaccinations on the statewide vaccine 
registry, and who can administer and under what conditions. 

We will begin shortly
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Vaccines for Children: How to Access Free Vaccines
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SESSION OBJECTIVES

Provide a high-level overview of the VFC Program

By the end of this training session, 
participants should be able to:

- Demonstrate knowledge of key VFC Program requirements

- Identify eligibility requirements for patients in the VFC Program

- Be familiar with the VFC Enrollment Process



TOPICS

Á VFC Program Background 

Á VFC Vaccines

Á VFC Eligibility

Á VFC Program Requirements 

Á VFC Provider Enrollment

Á VFC Resources

Á COVID Vaccine Program Enrollment



VFC PROGRAM BACKGROUND







PARTICIPATION BY REGION

Bay Area

15%

Central Valley

19%

Los Angeles

29%

Northern 

California

9%

Southern 

California

28%

2021 VFC ENROLLMENT BY REGION
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2021 Active VFC Providers in CA by County
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VFC PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION AND FUNDING



VFC PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

·The Vaccines for Children (VFC) program is a federally funded program created by the Omnibus 

Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993as an entitlement* and a required part of each state's Medicaid plan 

·The program was officially implemented in October 1994 

· It provides public-purchased vaccine for eligible children at no charge to VFC-enrolled public and 

private providers

·Covers vaccines recommended by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)

·VFC resolutions

*An entitlement is a guarantee of access to benefitsbased on established rightsor by legislation. VFC is an 

entitlement to the eligible child.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omnibus_Budget_Reconciliation_Act_of_1993
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welfare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislation


PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

ÁCDCõs National Center for Immunizations and Respiratory Diseases (NCIRD) administers the 
program nationally

Á In CA, the Program is administered by the CDPH, Immunization Branch

ÁStateõs responsibility for the administration of the program include:

Á provider recruitment & enrollment

Á administrative accountability procedures 

Á maintaining program integrity

Á conducting Compliance Site Visits and Unannounced Storage and Handling Visits

Á program evaluation 

Á integration of VFC activities into existing immunization programs and systems



VFC VACCINES



VFC PROGRAM REQUIREMENT:  VACCINE AVAILABILITY  

VFC 
entitles 
children 
to all ACIP
vaccines

VFC Providers agree to comply with immunization 
schedules, dosages, and contraindications that are 
established by the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices (ACIP) for the vaccines 
identified and agreed upon in the Provider 
Agreement and Provider Profile UNLESS:

In the VFC Provider's medical judgment, and in 
accordance with accepted medical practice, the VFC 
Provider deems such compliance to be medically 
inappropriate for the child;



VACCINES AVAILABLE THROUGH VFC

Á The VFC Program includes all ACIP-recommended 
vaccines 

Á New vaccines are quickly incorporated into the program

Á After the negotiation of a federal vaccine price 
contract 

Á An official vote from ACIP and

Á A VFC Resolution

Á CA makes all product, brands and presentations available 
to enrolled providers.



BILLING, REIMBURSEMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION FEES

Á The federal Vaccines For Children (VFC) program supplies vaccines to enrolled physicians at no cost.  

Á Providers CANNOT bill or charge for the cost of VFC-supplied vaccines.

Á Providers may bill for the administrative cost of administering a dose of vaccine, AKA the òVaccine Administration 

Feeó

Á The administration fee is per vaccine and not per antigen within the vaccine (combination vaccines).

Á Vaccine administration fees not to exceed a regionally set fee cap of $26.03 per dose  may be charged to non-

Medicaid eligible patients

Á For Medicaid VFC-eligible children, the reimbursement for immunization administration fees (set by the state 

Medicaid agency) must be billed to the Medicaid program and NOT the patient.

Á Billing or reimbursement processes are between the enrolled provider and the patient or the enrolled provider 

and the stateõs Medicaid Agency.



VFC ELIGIBILITY



Á American Indian or Alaska Native: As defined by the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (25 U.S.C. 1603) 

Á Underinsured: A child who has commercial (private) health insurance but the coverage does not include vaccines, a child whose 
insurance covers only selected vaccines (VFC-eligible for non-covered vaccines only), or a child whose insurance caps vaccine coverage 
at a certain amount. Once that coverage amount is reached, the child is categorized as underinsured. 

Á No other factors can be considered when screening children for eligibility for participation in the VFC program 

(e.g. residency status or family income) 

Á Eligibility - Parent self reported.

Å0-18 years of age and meets 
one of the following:

ÅMedical/CHDP eligible

ÅUninsured

ÅAmerican Indian/Alaska Native

ÅUnderinsured (at a FQHC or 
RHC only)

VFC 
Vaccine 
Eligibility



VFC ELIGIBILITY: INSURED EXCEPTIONS

·American Indian/Alaska Natives are eligible to participate in the VFC program 

regardless of insurance coverage.

·Insured children with Medi-Cal as a secondary insurance are covered by VFC 

·Private vaccines may be administered and billed to the primary insurance or

·VFC vaccines may be administered and Medi-Cal will pay the claim for the administration fee and 

seek reimbursement from the primary insurance



NOT VFC ELIGIBLE

ÁChildren whose health insurance covers the cost of vaccinations are not eligible for 

VFC vaccines

Á even when a claim for the cost of the vaccine and its administration would be denied for payment 

by the insurance carrier because the plan's deductible had not been met.

ÁPatients with Health Savings Accounts

Á Individuals covered by medical savings accounts or health savings accounts must also have high 

deductible health plan coverage. Therefore, such individuals are insured.



VFCPROGRAM REQUIREMENTS



VFC PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS

Á Requirements for participation in the VFC 
Program are set by CDC and clearly 
outlined in the Programõs òParticipation 
Agreementó

Á Initially and on an annual basis, providers 
must agree with set requirements in order 
to renew participation in the program (AKA 
Recertification)

Á Failure to meet recertification requirement 
leads to suspension of ordering privileges 
and eventual termination from the program
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